
COUNTY INSTITUTIONS COMMITTEE 

Wednesday, March 11, 2020 

 

PRESENT: M. Holliday, C. Dutton, R. Wesley, N. Petrillo, M. Madison, J. Minner, L. Dalton 

ABSENT: K. Novacich-Koberna 

OTHERS: K. Gamm-Smith, D. Seest, B. Lavite, S. Hansen, C. Cohan, B. Cooper, J. Parkin, D. 

Ponder, R. Werden 

 

Mr. Wesley moved, seconded by Ms. Dalton to approve the minutes from the February meeting. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

 

Doug Seest, a member of NAMI, passed out a flier for the Gift of Voice event on May 1st at the 

Edwardsville Eden Church which will be about individuals and families that are impacted by 

incarceration.  

 

EDUCATION: 

 

D. Ponder gave the monthly acronyms; IAR (Illinois Assessment of Readiness), EFE (Education for 

Employment) and ECSE (Early Childhood Special Education). 

 

COUNTY MUSEUM: 

 

J. Parkin provided March historical facts and reported the MCHS did a 1 year review and analysis of their 

5 year strategic plan. They hope to expand knowledge of their activities through classroom visits and 

workshops as well as libraries and other museums. Mr. Parkin said the 6 Mile House is struggling to stay 

open due to the lack of volunteers and has approached the Society to possibly assist or take over the location. 

Brief discussion was held on haunted locations. Mr. Parkin said he would like to place the Ft. Russell 

display in the Administration Building and has been in contact with Steve Stolte who would be installing 

the exhibit. Mr. Parkin spoke about professional development workshops and shared a flier on the Robert 

Prager monument dedication that will be held at 10am at the St. Johns Cemetery on April 4th.  

 

CHILD ADVOCACY CENTER: 

 

C. Cohan reported they have kicked off their Erin’s Law Child Abuse Prevention Program for the Bethalto 

School District which reached 360 kids. She said she met with Professor Chrissie Chapman from Lewis 

and Clark who did a rape culture exhibit and to request she do the exhibit again during Sexual Assault 

Awareness Month. Ms. Cohan stated that Ms. Chapman will be doing another campaign soon and that the 

current issue she is working on is Suicide. Ms. Cohan said the February 29th Trivia Night was successful 

and will have the numbers from that event available in the next few weeks. She said she submitted the 

DCFS Grant which is working on FY2021 (starting July, 2020). The VOCA Grant is also working on 

FY2021 but has not been released yet; the site visits for the DCFS and VOCA funding were both successful. 

Ms. Cohan will be talking to their Friends Board about increasing their Friends Grant from $25k to $50k. 

It was noted the CAC is now being funded differently through the County since the traffic fees and fines 

have changed but is being funded adequately and has already received the $375k transfer. Ms. Cohan 

reported this will be the last year that the Center will receive a donation from the annual September 1st 

MidAmerica Golf Tournament but was chosen by the Simmons Employee Foundation along with another 

agency to receive a donation through their golf event in June.  

  



MENTAL HEALTH: 

 

D. Humphrey was unable to attend but dropped off her report and house bills for the committee to review. 

 

VETERANS ASSISTANCE: 

 

B. Lavite reported he has been attending different political events and candidate forums to hear their 

opinions/ideas and to also share awareness of what is going on in the veteran community regarding suicide. 

Mr. Lavite voiced there is a disconnect between the federal and local levels and stated that a main 

misconception that is ongoing is the purpose of the military; he said the military is a deterrent to protect our 

economy (GDP) of $22T and stated  the 2020 discretionary spending amounts for the DoD ($718bil) and 

VA ($93bil). He said the VA did a study and interviewed 55mil veterans and statistically of the 22 daily 

veteran suicides, 14 of those individuals were not receiving or apart of veterans assistance of any kind; there 

is an 80% reduction in veteran suicide to those individuals seeking various services. Mr. Lavite explained 

that on March 5, 2019, President Trump signed an Executive Order requiring a Veterans Crisis and Veterans 

Response Plan for each department down to the local level. He said there is senate bill that is authorizing 

$50mil and a house bill that is authorizing $250mil to county veteran service offices to provide assistance 

to as many veterans as possible. Mr. Lavite stated that 75% or 1 in 3 people have experienced a mental 

health crisis since 2015. He reiterated the importance of developing a Veterans Crisis and Response Plan 

and explained the PREVENTS model needs to be adaptable for all departments also mentioning that it’s 

important for when funding and grants start regarding these issues. Mr. Lavite mentioned the need to start 

asking department heads and various others what plan they have in place. Mr. Lavite mentioned the VA 

has mental health beds available for veterans in crisis and that Arcadia Health pitched they have visibility 

of beds throughout the country which is free to the veteran. He said they are ready to implement their plan 

and welcomed all who wants to participate. Also, he would like to give a presentation on their current 

concept and open source software to be implemented by 2021 or 2022. Lastly, Mr. Lavite has been in 

contact with HR to begin looking at veterans who are county employees to discuss considering the Disabled 

Veteran Leave Act at the local level. Brief discussion was held regarding the ability to donate accrued time 

to veterans to receive services.  

 

Mr. Lavite voiced the VAC Executive Board’s President and the VAC’s former Superintendent passed 

away. 

 

Mr. Madison moved, seconded by Mr. Wesley to approve the bills for the month. The ayes and 

nays being called on the motion to approve resulted in a vote as follows: AYES: C. Dutton, R. Wesley, N. 

Petrillo, M. Madison, J. Minner, L. Dalton NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

PURCHASE REQUESTS: 

 

None. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

None. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

None. 

 

Mr. Wesley moved, seconded by Mr. Petrillo to adjourn the meeting. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

/mds 


