
JUDICIDARY COMMITTEE 

Friday, January 3, 2020 

 

PRESENT: M. Walters, M. Parkinson, G. Glasper, L. Dalton, P. Chapman, C. Dutton, J. Goggin 

ABSENT: None. 

OTHERS: J. Volkmar, J. Wiesehan, R. Wesley, M. Von Nida, B. Bechel, T. Picchioldi, T. Corona, 

Chief Judge Mudge, T. Gibbons, J. Rekowski, Capt. E. Decker, E. Harriss 

 

The minutes from the December meeting were approved by all members present. 

 

DETENTION HOME: 

 

J. Volkmar presented the December monthly report for the Detention Home and noted the Maintenance 

Department was out to look at asbestos abatement for the new boiler that will be installed in the spring. He 

also said the new freezer has been installed which is more efficient resulting in a 20% decrease in the 

heating/cooling bill. 

 

In County Average 14 

Out of County Average 9 

Daily Average  22 

Daily Female Average 5 

Highest Daily Population 26 

 

PROBATION: 

 

J. Wiesehan reported there are 3,846 individuals on probation with 215 of those being juveniles. Ms. 

Wiesehan noted they were $127k under budget for the Detention Home in FY19 and will be asking for a 

re-appropriation for a new copier and cameras to become pre compliant. Ms. Wiesehan expects to have an 

audit in 2020. The Probation Admin Budget was $80k under budget for FY19.  

 

PUBLIC DEFENDER: 

 

J. Rekowski reported he hired a new assistant, Pat Schuman. He also reported the 2 office spaces acquired 

from the Auditor is nearing completion and the design layout has been received; it will cost around $5k to 

furnish both offices. Mr. Rekowski mentioned there were over 4,100 filings in 2019 and the docket for 2020 

is being redesigned by the judges to help support the large amount of cases; there will now be a 9am and 

1pm docket. The Public Defender came in under budget for FY19 by $12k. 

 

CIRCUIT CLERK: 

 

M. Von Nida reported the Circuit Clerks Office came in under budget for FY19 and will be asking for a re-

appropriation of $60k due to unexpected losses to the staff.  

 

In depth discussion was held regarding Steve Wigginton and his 3rd DUI that took place on December 26, 

2019. Members of the Committee along with Mr. Von Nida, Ms. Bechel, Mr. Gibbons and Mr. Wesley 

took turns asking/answering questions and voicing comments/concerns about the matter. Please refer to the 

audio for the discussion in detail. 

  



CIRCUIT COURT: 

 

Chief Judge Mudge reported they have 2 new hires; Dan Bunt (Judicial Assistant) and Rachel Keller (Law 

Library). Chief Judge also mentioned Judge Chris Threlkeld will be filling the remaining term of retired 

Judge Hylla. The Circuit Court came in under budget for FY19 by $100k and the Law Library was under 

budget for FY19 by $90k. Chief Judge noted the drapes and shades have been installed in the Courthouse 

and said the flooring project continues.  

 

Discussion was held regarding previously discussed repairs that are needed in the Circuit Clerk’s section 

of the satellite court in Granite City. Chief Judge noted they will be exploring the memorandum of 

understanding the County has with satellite courts to clarify where responsibilities lie. The only bid received 

was for $52,388 for a portion of the building. Please refer to the audio for the discussion in detail. 

 

Chief Judge and T. Picchioldi gave an explanation of the purchase request for annual/monthly charges for 

the books in the Law Library for judges and attorneys.   

 

SHERIFF/JAIL POPULATION: 

 

Capt. E. Decker presented the monthly jail report and highlighted there has been a 6% increase in detainees. 

He also noted they will not be under budget due to the inmate numbers, particularly in the line items of 

utilities, medical and food; a request for additional funds was made for FY2020 but was not granted. Capt. 

Decker reported the Sheriff’s Department will be requesting the entire balance of the Capital Outlay Funds 

of $340k to be re-allocated for police vehicles that have been approved for purchase in FY2019.  

 

Mr. Chapman reported he took a tour of the firing range and commended the Sheriff’s Office and Highway 

Department for the improvements and also for addressing his previous concerns.  

 

There was brief discussion on the triple homicide in Bethalto. 

 

STATE’S ATTORNEY: 

 

T. Gibbons reported the States Attorney’s Office came in under budget for FY19 by $150k. He noted there 

were over 4,100 charges in 2019 and related that to Madison County’s aggressive law enforcement. Mr. 

Gibbons noted that there does not appear to be an increase in violent crimes but has noticed a lot of car 

burglaries and drug related crimes. Mr. Gibbons said life sentences are being sought for the individuals 

responsible for the triple homicide in Bethalto and voiced confidence in Madison County justice, law 

enforcement and the staff of the Sates Attorney’s Office. Mr. Gibbons said he will be requesting a re-

appropriation for new computers and has been in contact with I.T. to get those computers into service; he 

mentioned an additional expense will be occurred since Adobe Pro is an essential piece of software for the 

States Attorney’s Office and will be paying for that through the re-appropriation process as well. The re-

appropriation will also be used to purchase 2 new Ford Explorers. Mr. Gibbons reported they have hired 

Jenna DeYong, formerly of the Granite City Police Department, to specialize in the Elder Abuse Task Force 

as well as the Triad School District. Mr. Gibbons reported there are a lot of upcoming trials. 

 

Mr. Parkinson spoke in support of Jenna DeYong.  

 

There was brief discussion about the number of crimes that are being committed in Madison County from 

individuals that live outside the county. 

 

Brief discussion was held regarding the legalization of marijuana. Mr. Gibbons reported that to his 

knowledge, there were no disturbances that took place at the Collinsville dispensary and voiced the 



importance of using cannabis safely. He also said there is promising technology that is being considered 

for law enforcement to be able to conduct roadside chemical detections for alcohol and cannabis. 

 

CHILD ADVOCACY CENTER: 

 

C. Cohan was unable to attend but submitted a report via email to Mr. Walters stating the Center is doing 

well. Mr. Wesley is a new member for the Child Advocacy Center Board. 

 

PURCHASE REQUESTS: 

 

The following Purchase Request was presented: 

 

1. CIRCUIT COURT: Law Library Plan Charges, Assured Print Pricing Charges, Annual/Monthly 

Charges, Subscription Product Charges (Updates to Legal Reference Books). The cost is $6,839.21. 

 

Mr. Parkinson moved, seconded by Mr. Goggin to approve the Purchase Requests as presented. 

The ayes and nays being called on the motion to approve resulted in a vote as follows: AYES: M. Parkinson, 

G. Glasper, L. Dalton, P. Chapman, C. Dutton, J. Goggin NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Mr. Parkinson moved, seconded by Ms. Glasper to approve the bills for the month. The ayes and 

nays being called on the motion to approve resulted in a vote as follows: AYES: M. Parkinson, G. Glasper, 

L. Dalton, P. Chapman, C. Dutton, J. Goggin NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

C. Dutton reported a vote will be taken on the ordinance regarding youth vaping in Madison County 

today at the Health Department Committee meeting. 

 

Ms. Dalton moved, seconded by Ms. Dutton to adjourn the meeting. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

/mds 

 


